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We've previously written about how to clean up your messy Windows
context menu, and recently we've written about how to add the
Control Panel to the desktop menu, but instead of writing separate
articles for each application I'm just going to show you how to add
anything to the menu that you'd like.

If you don't know what we're talking about, | mean the menu that
shows up when you right-click on the desktop:
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For today's lesson we'll show you how to add Notepad to the menu,
but you could add any applications you want instead.
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Step 1: Browse to the Registry Key

The first thing you'll want to do is open up regedit.exe through the
start menu search or run box, and then browse down to the following
key:

HKEY_CLASSES ROOT\Directory\Background\shell

ﬁ“R&gistr‘_g-I Editor = | ] [
File Edit View Favorites Help
b - ) DirectDrawClipper = | Mame Type Data
4-Ju Directory || 2] (Defautt) REG.SZ none
4 - Background bl

4+ shell

: -1 emd 1
« [m T b 1 | L} | r

ComputertHKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directony\Background'shell

The screen should look similar to this one if you are in the right place.
Step 2: Create the Menu Item Key Name

To complete this step we'll need to create a new key, the name of
which is exactly what is going to show up on the desktop menu.

Right-click on the "shell" key, and then choose New \ Key from the
menu.
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#ff Registry Editor E=E T
File Edit Miew Favorites Help
|:> - Ly DirectDrawClipper || Mame Type Data
4y Directory ab) (Default) REG.SZ none
4 -, Background
© 4.y shell
: Collapse i
MNew 4 Key
: [> Find... String Value
L Delete Binary Value
P Rename DWORD (32-bit) Value
B - K .
5 Dire Export QWORD (64-bit) Value
|, Disk P i Multi-5tring Value
i~ L Disk Expandable String Value
i~ )y Disk Copy Key Mame I
4 _ S (3 || 4 (3
Computer\HKEY_CLASSES ROOT\Directony\Backgroundishell

Give the new key the name that you want to show up on the desktop
context menu. For this example we’'ll be using Notepad.

[ & Registry Editor E=IS ™5
Eile Edit View Favorites Help
[:>-- .. DirectDrawClipper = || Mame Type Data
4 -4 Directory ab) (Default) REG.SZ (value not set)
- |, Background
4], shell
Pope . emd D
B - . Control Panel
)
B shellex l/\\"s
- |1 Defaultlcon
B shell
B - | shellex
B DirectShow
| DiskManagement.Connection
b - .. DiskManagement.Control it
1 S T 4 3

Computer\HKEY_CLASSES ROOT\Directony\Background'shell\New Key #1

Optional Step: If you want to assign an "Alt" key to this menu entry
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for quicker access, you can change the (Default) value on the right
and put an & character in front of the key you want to use. For
instance, if you wanted to be able to just use the N key to launch
Notepad once the desktop context menu pops up, you can do this:

|'1

ﬁ Registry Editor |ﬂ

File Edit View Favorites Help
DirectDrawClipper || Mame Type Data
Directory ab|(Default) REG.SZ  &Motepad

- . Background
4- | shell L
: , cmd

- |, Control Panel

»o b copylist | £t String
. . Notepad
- shellex Value name:
, Defaultlcon {Default)
. shell
4 [ Value data:
Computer\HKEY_CLAY | &Notepad|
B 0K | [ Cancel

Personally I don't find this terribly useful since you have to use the
mouse to right-click on the desktop... may as well just use the mouse
to click the item. Still, for completeness I've included it.

Step 3: Create the Command Key
Next you'll need to create the command key that will actually hold the

command used to launch the application. Right-click on the new
Notepad key, and then choose New \ Key from the menu.
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# Registry Editor E=IE
File Edit Yiew Favorites Help
é>-- 1. DirectDrawClipper Mame Type Data
4- i Directory ab| (Default) REG.SZ  (value not sef)
4 | Background
4. shell
- 1 emd D
i~ . Control Panel
I L copylist
: MNotepad
[ g Expand i
i [ shel .
[+ . shel Find... String Value
. Directsh Delete Binary Value
- gf‘tma’ i DWORD (32-bit] Value
- |, DiskMar
s QOWORD (64-bit) Value
Export
1 n
[— . Multi-5tring Yalue
Computer\HKE] Permissions... _
Expandable String Value
— Copy Key Name I

Give this key the name "command" in lowercase.

ﬁ Registry Editor

mlﬁlg

Eile Edit VYiew Favorites Help

4 Directory
e

- 1 shell

h v oW w

shell
shellex

|> _I'
[ -
I~ | DirectShow

[ W]

i~ 1 DirectDrawClipper
Background

cmd

Control Panel
copylist
Motepad
i comman
b 1 shellex

, Defaultlcon

- . DiskManagement.Connection

.- ' '

3

Mame Type
ab| (Default) REG S
o W

Data

(value not =et)

Computer\HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directony\Backgroundishell\Motepad'Mew Key #1
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Step 4: Add in the Full Application Executable Path

To complete this step you'll need the full path to the application that
you want to launch. You can use Shift + Right-Click to get the Copy as
Path menu item to find this more quickly.

= | [=] ﬁ

et s | |« System3Z » - |¢f| Search

‘ Organize = Views ~ | Open & Burn

Mame : Date modified Type Size =

|| normnflkd.nls 9/18/2006 4:46 PM  NLS File 59

Enotepadlae 1 HAAMANAS NN ARA A |

(% npmproxy.dil | Hipen

%] nshhttp.dll ¥  Run as administrator

|%| nshipsec.dll Pin to Start Menu

[%) nsi.dll Add to Quick Launch

,%inmsvc.dll Copy as Path

& nslookup.exe | ; !

Pl Restore previous versions

Send To 3

Now click on "command" on the left side, and then double-click on the
(Default) key in the right side to edit the string value.
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ﬁ Registry Editor

EEIEE

File Edit View Favorites Help

DirectDrawClipper = || Mame

[EF
a- Directory Eﬂ(Defaultjl
F

&
4- | shell

, cmd D

1

- 11 Control Panel
)
J

Background

- L. copylist
- |, Motepad
‘.. || command

oW

Type Data

REG 5Z  (walue not set)

Edit String

P S value name:

P - (Defaut)
[ 1 Dire =

. Disk Walue data:

"C\WindowsSystem 32 notepad exe”

ComputeriH|

Paste in the full path to the executable that you got from the "Copy as
Path" step above, or you can put in the full path yourself if you'd like.

Once it's done, it should look like this:

-

#lf Registry Editor L= | B |
File Edit View Favorites Help
DirectDrawClipper || Mame Ty.. Data
Directary Hﬁ{[}efault} RE.. "C\Windows\Systern32\notepad. exe”
- Background D
4 shell
Pope L emd
i1 Centrol Panel
[ | copylist
i a- . Motepad
- . command -
« [ b 4 | i | P
ComputerHKEY_CLASSES ROOT\Directony\Background\shell\MNotepadicommand
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And right-clicking on the desktop will produce the new menu item...
naturally, using this menu item should launch Notepad.
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Paste

Paste Shortcut
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Control Panel

Motepad

Mew
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You can add as many applications to the desktop context menu as
you'd like, just repeat the steps 2-4 again with a new menu item
name.



